Philosophy 341: Contemporary Moral Issues—Spring 2005
Instructor:  Joel Velasco (jdvelasc@wisc.edu)

Class Website: http://philosophy.wisc.edu/velasco/341
Office:  5166 Helen C. White

Phone: 263-0776 (no voice mail)

Office Hours:  I am available by appointment (at a mutually agreeable time.)  Ideally, this would 
be right after class.

Class:  8:55 – 11:35 a.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday

Room:  5193 Helen C. White **This is not the same room as is printed in the paper timetable**
Course Objectives:
· As a Philosophy Course, this course aims to stimulate critical thinking about your own views as well as the views of others.  Learning how to do philosophy is learning how to analyze arguments—to dissect and evaluate them—and learning the tools and methods of reasoning needed for such an analysis.  
· As a course in Contemporary Moral Issues, this course will teach you to apply these methods of reasoning to ethical issues currently in the public debate.  You will learn how to think and write analytically about these issues, and respond rationally to arguments from the literature and begin to build your own independent arguments.

Required Materials:

1. The Elements of Moral Philosophy 4th Edition, by James Rachels
2. Animal Liberation, by Peter Singer
3. Course Packet of Readings – available at Student Print in Memorial Union
Both of these books are available at the University Bookstore and the course reader is available at Student Print in Memorial Union.  You must get these as soon as possible as assignments begin immediately.
Course Requirements:

We will start the class with a general discussion of moral theory and then we will discuss Abortion.  We will then look at three different kinds of ethical theories: Utilitarianism, Kantianism, and Social Contract theories.  We will then examine Capital Punishment, Same-Sex Marriage, and Animal Rights.  
We will discuss each assignment in more detail as the class progresses.
